



Desert Disorders: Comparative Approaches to Asian and ​African Desert Regions Symposium 2024
The desert offers unique insights into modern regimes of mobility, environmentalism, nation state, resource extraction and development. This multi-disciplinary project explores the desert as an overlooked space – marginalized by presumptions of its unproductiveness, inhospitality and homogeneity. The desert offers a unique and significant opportunity to interrogate the ‘challenges’ presumed to be presented by mobility (migration, displacement) and by climatic extremes. The project interrogates these presumptions in the ‘making’ of deserts and explores deserts as spaces and zones of flux. Deserts offer us the means to disorder the presumptions of nation-territory-ethnicity-mobility. The project introduces a comparative, global perspective on deserts as spaces of perceived ‘disorder’ and uses literary, historical and ethnographic methodologies to explore, and explain, the particularly imperial anxieties that deserts, and their inhabitants, provoked. We trace these legacies into the present in order to offer new perspectives and insights into the deserts as cultural, environmental and productive regimes that existed as spaces, and places, that were set apart from normative orders of governance.  

Venue: Lecture Room – I India International Centre Annexe, 40 Max Mueller Marg, New Delhi

10 December

9.30 -10.30am: Welcome, Introductions and Preliminary Remarks (led by Farhana Ibrahim)
10:30 – 11:00: Tea and Coffee Break
11.00am - 12.30pm: Presentations (Chaired by Farhana Ibrahim)
Nisha Paliwal, ‘Green Extractivism and Unjust Transition: Imagining Post-fossil Futures in Thar Desert.’
Suraj Pratap Singh Bhati, ‘Energy potential or acquisition potential? Exploring energy transition in the Thar, Western India.’
Jama Musse Jama, ‘In semi-arid Somaliland, physical and imaginative spaces are not shrinking, but rather transforming.’
12.30 -1.30pm: Lunch
1.30 – 3.00pm: Presentations (Chaired by Katherine Baxter)
Neha Meena, ‘Pastoralism beyond culture: Affective human-animal relations in the Thar desert.’
Tirsit Yetbarek Seme, ‘“Not a clueless wonder”: Nomadism natural and dynamic livelihood in the desert and arid region’.
Arundhathi Padmanabhan, 'Beyond the Human: Mobility and More-Than-Human Relationships in Desert Landscapes of Benyamin’s “Goat Days”’.
3.00 - 3.30pm: Tea and Coffee Break
3.30 - 5.00pm: Discussion (led by Christina Woolner)

11 December
9.30 - 11.00am: Desert Times Workshop: Temporality, Narration and Agency 
11.00-11.30: Tea and Coffee Break
11.30 - 1.00pm: Presentations (Chaired by Deborah Sutton)
Bharat Hun, ‘Cumin: A “risk” crop which created a disorder in the Thar desert’
Rohit Jha, ‘Locusts, Trans-Imperial Networks, and the Desert in Late Colonial South Asia.’
Lalit Kumar, ‘Continuity and change in colonial and post-colonial Thar Region: Comparing the implications of Ganga Canal and Indira Gandhi Canal.’

1.00 - 2.00pm: Lunch
2.00 - 3.30pm: Presentations (Chaired by Christina Woolner)
Razak Khan, ‘Desert Islam: Ecology, Materiality, and Affect’
Richard Atimniraye Nyelade, ‘Resituating Marginalized Communities in Somaliland: The Impact of Arab and Western Imperialisms on the Gaboye Community.’
Muhammed Shahin, ‘The Role of Deserts in Guerrilla Warfare: Case Studies from North African Independence and Resistance.’
3.30 - 4.00pm: Tea and Coffee Break
4.00 – 5.00pm Round Table Discussion (led by Katherine Baxter)

***




