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Resource Curse



Background to Western Sahara Conflict



Legal Framework

 International Human Rights Law 

 International Humanitarian Law – 4th Geneva Convention, Article 49 on 

settlers

 Cases and legal opinions specific to Western Sahara



Paragraph 1 of the Declaration on Permanent 

sovereignty over natural resources (UNGA 

Res. 1803 (XVII)):
 “The right of peoples and nations to permanent sovereignty over their natural 

wealth and resources must be exercised in the interest of their national 

development and of the well-being of the people of the State concerned”



International Human Rights Law: Article 1(2) 

of the International Covenant on Economic, 

Social and Cultural Rights and the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights:
 “All peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural wealth 

and resources […] In no case may a people be deprived of its own means of 

subsistence”



Conclusion of 2002 UN Legal Opinion



Legal Framework: Specific to Case of 

Western Sahara

 Western Sahara Campaign UK’s case against British government, referred to 

Court of Justice of the EU

 Saharawi people’s representatives have had 4 cases against EU Council heard 

in Court of Justice of the EU concerning trade agreements

 In all of the above cases, all heard between 2015 and 2018, the Court ruled 

that the EU-Morocco Trade Agreements were all invalid in Western Sahara

 2018, South Africa seized the boat ‘Cherry Blossom’ carrying 50,000 tonnes 

plundered phosphate of New Zealand. High Court ruled it belonged to 

Saharawis. 



Can resources ever be a blessing 

in a situation of conflict? 



Group Activity 

 Group 1) Review Siemens Gamesa’s justification of its activities in occupied 

Western Sahara. Does it convince you? Why (not)?

 Group 2) Review Kosmos Energy’s justification of its activities in occupied 

Western Sahara. Does it convince you? Why (not)? 
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